New! Bespoke Tour - Long Stay in the Carpathians
See the World at a Slower Pace
The world moves so quickly nowadays… Sometimes, regular travel doesn’t quite satisfy
that desire to “live life like a local”. Do you ever feel like you want to spend slower, quality
time soaking up a location? Our Long Stay Programs give you that chance!
Our Long Stay Carpathians program has a relaxed itinerary, which allows you to spend time
quality time in the beautiful mountains, staying in one location, and without rushing or
moving from place to place.
Visit a traditional village deep in the Carpathian Mountains, and experience a lifestyle that
has remained the same for centuries. home to sweeping green forests, flowing rivers and
breath-taking waterfalls –it’s hard not to feel at-one with nature when you breathe in the
fresh mountain air...This is the land of the Hutsuls – meet the local villagers, dance the
Arkan and eat traditional food sat around one table. Experience how simple, open and
hospitable these mountain people are.
We combine guided tours and coordinated activities each day, along with enough free
time to soak up the local area and beautiful mountain scenery. Plus, we’ve included daily
meals together, so you can rejoin your group and talk about all the things you discovered
that day!
You will have a Group Leader at your disposal at all times. Even when you have free time,
they can suggest activities, to help you arrange transport or hikes, and even teach you some
of the local language!
Our Long Stay itinerary is 12 days long, but we recommend you stay an extra week or two,
or stay in Lviv for a week. With quality internet in our hand-selected hotel, it’s easy to work
remotely, or just relax and soak it up more of our beautiful destination.

The Destination
Day 1 TOUR START DATE | Lviv (-/-/D)
Welcome to Ukraine! Upon arrival in Lviv, you’ll be met at the airport by your Tour Leader and
chauffeured to your hotel, located in the heart of the city center.
Your Tour Leader will be with you throughout your entire trip – every step of the way. More than just
a guide - they will be your personal travel host, along with your private driver and vehicle. Together,
they’ll make sure you get where you need to go, and be available to stop when you need along the way.
Not to mention, they’ll show you the best places to eat, and help you with all the small details, from
using the bank machines to showing you where to find the best gifts at the market - and negotiating
for the best price! They’ll share the best of Ukraine, tell you about its history, and show you the modern
Ukraine. And if there are any problems, they will make sure everything gets worked out. You're in good
hands!
After check-in and some free time to freshen up, we will provide you with a city orientation, so
you will know the closest exchange places, ATMs, and best souvenir and convenience stores.
Afterwards, you will be taken out to a traditional dinner at one of the best restaurants downtown.
Day 2 | Lviv – Kosiv (B/-/D)
After breakfast and check out from our hotel we’ll set off to the majestic Carpathian Mountains!
Home to sweeping green forests, flowing rivers and breath-taking waterfalls – it’s hard not to feel
at-one with nature when you breathe in the fresh mountain air…
On the way, we will stop in the small town of Rohatyn, the homeland of the remarkable princess
Roksolana. She was a 16th-century Ukrainian peasant girl, who changed the course of the history
of the Ottoman Empire. She was enslaved by the Tatars but caught the eye of the Sultan.
Roksolana (real name – Nastya Lisovska) won the heart of Suleiman the Magnificent. She used her
position of power to educate herself, and became the main advisor in his campaigns, and changed
the face of the world’s mightiest empire. We will admire the monument of Roksolana in the
central square of the city.
Next stop is Halych, the capital of the Halychyna (also known as Galicia), a princedom and one of
the largest cities of Europe in the 13th century. Here we will visit the History Museum of Ancient
Halych, and learn about the history of this ancient principality. The museum exhibit contains
various archeological and architectural articles from across the centuries and shows how Halych
was a powerful religious and state center of its time.
Upon arrival to Kosiv, we’ll get you checked-in to the hotel, and your home for the next while.
Take some free time to relax and unpack your suitcases. You may choose to take a dip in a
mountain river, or visit the pool, located in the hotel complex. In the evening, we will treat you to a
delicious homemade dinner, made with locally sourced ingredients.

Lviv - Kosiv
SUGGESTED HOTELS:

‘Rudolfo’ Hotel or similar | Lviv
https://rudolfo.com.ua/?lang=en
2 Nights
‘Zatyshna’ Hotel or similar | Kosiv
http://zatyshny.com.ua/sadyba/
9 Nights

The Destination
Day 3 | Kosiv (B/L/-)
This morning – visit the local Kosiv Mini bazaar, where local artisans skillfully produce Easter
eggs, jewelry boxes, spoons, pottery, embroidery, leather goods, and many other goods.
Next, we will visit the famous Kosiv Arts College, where you’ll see how future artisans are taught.
Be amazed by the woodcarving, pottery, woven, and embroidered works you’ll see there.
Going onwards, another Cobblestone exclusive awaits! You are cordially invited to the
woodcarver’s family to see their works and get to know their craft! You will learn how to carve a
traditional Hutsul-style cross pendant during the woodcarving workshop and have the opportunity
to buy some souvenirs. We’ll have lunch with the family, before returning to the hotel.
Rest of the evening at your leisure.
Day 4 | Kosiv – Yavoriv - Kosiv (B/L/-)
We will start this day by discovering traditional Ukrainian art of painting eggs - or “pysanky”.
Learn the basic techniques of making these beautiful decorated Easter eggs in a workshop with a
local artisan, and find out where this tradition came from. Take home a splendid souvenir, made
with your very own hands!
Afterwards, we’ll visit the village of Yavoriv, famous for its ‘lizhnyky’ – unique, hand woven
woolen blankets. You’ll learn why only women make them, and how through the centuries this
tradition has been preserved. You will even be able to try making some for yourself. Blankets are
available to buy – take one home to stay warm in the cold winters! Upon returning back to the
hotel, enjoy a culinary workshop in making banosh (Hutsul cornmeal). This dish has a maize
base, and is usually served with a mushroom sauce, sour cream and “brynza” – sheep’s cheese!
You’ll get to sample the freshly cooked dishes for lunch afterwards! Free evening at leisure.
Day 5 | Kosiv (B/-/D)
Free day at your leisure.
PLEASE NOTE: Your Tour Leader will be at your disposal on free days as well! If you are interested
in suggested optional tours and would like to book some of them, please contact your Tour Leader.
They will assist you with arranging these tours.
OPTIONAL: Go hiking up to ‘Pysanyj Kamin’ (Painted or Written Stone), a geological natural
monument in Ukraine. It’s a huge boulder of sandstone, covered with petroglyphs and carved stone
bowls. This site used to be a pagan sanctuary, where rituals were performed and sacred fires burned.
Today these cliffs offer a magnificent view over the ridges and peaks of the Bukovets Pass, and were
used for inspiration by many Ukrainian writers. Take some time to enjoy the surrounding nature.
Picnic lunch *included on top of the mountain! (*please note lunch is included only if you join the
optional activities). We’ll get back together in the evening for dinner.

Kosiv

The Destination
Day 6 | Kosiv - Kryvorivnya – Kosiv (B/L/-)
Today, we’ll be travelling to one of the most inspirational places in the Carpathian Mountains –
we’re going to take you higher up into the mountains to the picturesque village of Kryvorivnia .
This was a surrounded by mountains, a popular resting place and a source of inspiration for
Ukrainian writers and historians. Along the way, you will be able to enjoy an impressive panorama
of the mountains and take some great photos.
Upon arrival visit the house where the prominent Ukrainian writer and cultural figure Ivan
Franko lived. This house also has a lot of artifacts that represent the local way of life.
Next, we will visit a traditional Hutsul house-fortress called Hutsul Grazhda. This is an impressive
piece of architecture, preserved for centuries, and a visit feels like you are stepping back in time as
you pass through its low wooden doors. Now conserved as a museum, it displays many artefacts
representing the local way of life. It was here that the famous film “Shadows of Forgotten
Ancestors” (a.k.a. ‘Wild Horses on Fire’) was filmed.
We’ll also visit an ancient wooden Hutsul church that dates back to the 18th century. This church,
in all the three centuries it has existed, has never been closed – not due to war or famine or
disrepair.
Afterwards, we will enjoy a delicious lunch on the banks of the Cheremosh River, where you can
enjoy this beautiful day and relax. Return back to the hotel, and spend the evening at your leisure.
Day 7 | Kosiv - Pistyn – Kosiv (B/L/-)
After breakfast, we will hop on the bus to explore more of the beautiful Carpathian Mountains.
Our first stop is Pistyn. According to the legend, this town was founded by monks. Here we will
visit the oldest Hutsul wooden church (Church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin) in the
region, which is present by miracle and located in the picturesque place on the island surrounded
by river and forests. Built in 1600, it is surrounded by the remains of stone walls, which were built
to protect the shrine from Tatar invasions.
Afterwards, we will enjoy the best of traditional Hutsul cuisine at a local restaurant overlooking
the river and waterfall in Sheshory. Enjoy the beautiful landscapes, combined with ancient
traditions which will leave an unforgettable impression.
Return back to the hotel and enjoy the remainder of the evening at your leisure.

Kosiv

The Destination
Day 8 | Kosiv (B/-/D)
Today take the chance to visit the famous Kosiv crafts market also known as Kosiv Bazaar.
Once a week on Saturdays, vendors, and artisans come to Kosiv from villages in the area, to get
together to buy and sell art supplies, embroidery, antiques, hand-made jewelry, wood carvings,
and pottery. This is the culmination of all unique arts and crafts in the area. You can get
everything here, from fresh local food and even live animals! Even if you don’t buy something
(which is quite unlikely) – it’s a real experience!
Afterwards, you will have time to relax, before we get together again in the evening again, for a
delicious barbeque of shish kebab and local cuisine, sitting by the river.
Day 9 | Kosiv (B/-/D)
Free day at your leisure.
OPTIONAL: Experience the wilderness of the Carpathian Mountains on an off-road 4x4 tour!
Discover the beauty of the local wildlife, as you get off the beaten track and delve deep into the
Carpathian forests and get back in touch with nature.
Or Visit the local Kosiv Ceramics Factory. In 2019, Ukraine's Kosiv painted ceramics were
included on the UNESCO Heritage list of Intangible Cultural Heritage. Visit the Trots Family
Ceramics Studio, where a local family preserves the ancient tradition of hand-painted Kosiv
ceramics. Lunch included (*lunch is only included if you take part in optional activities).
We’ll get back together in the evening for dinner, and to compare our stories of the day’s
events!
Day 10 | Kosiv - Babyn – Bukovets - Kosiv (B/L/-)
Today we will travel to the village of Babyn. Here you’ll meet local collector, Bohdan, who has
been collecting antique clothing from the Hutsul region since he was 14 years old! Today he
has an incredible collection, and recreates pieces to preserve these pieces of history. You will
have the chance to try on traditional Hutsul costumes, learn how people would dress
themselves in the Old World, and how each village differed in style, and take plenty of
photographs!
Next stop is a small Carpathian village, located higher up in the mountains, where inhabitants are
passionate about preserving their ancestors’ traditions. You’ll be cordially invited to dinner at a
Hutsul Family House! Learn traditional songs; watch the locals dancing, try rich, home-made
Hutsul food made by the locals! Experience the famous Hutsul hospitality at its best!
Once we are done with today’s excitement, we will come back to the hotel, where you can enjoy
a free evening.

Kosiv

The Destination
Day 11 | Kosiv - Lviv (B/L/-)
After breakfast, we will check out from our hotel, and set off back to Lviv.
On the way we will visit quaint little town called Kolomyia. Here you will visit the world’s only
Pysanka (Easter Egg) Museum, and Hutsul Culture and Art Museum - the collection of costumes,
tools and art will help you to imagine how ancient Hutsuls lived. We’ll stop for lunch in a local
restaurant.
Upon arrival to Lviv, we’ll get you checked-in to the hotel and then you can enjoy an evening at
leisure.
Your Tour Leader will give you a couple of optional suggestions for this evening, so you can enjoy
exploring the beautiful city as your tour comes to its end. Sample one of the many bars or
restaurants this city has to offer, pick up some final souvenirs and reminisce on your time here!
Day 12 TOUR END DATE | Lviv (B/-/-)
After some free time to stock up on souvenirs we will transfer you to the airport where, sadly, it’s
time to go back home or continue on to new exciting destinations.
OPTION: Stay for 1 extra week in Lviv (supported by our team)

OPTION: Stay on in Lviv, Kyiv, or a location of your choice!
Extend your trip, and spend some more time in this beautiful
country, in one of its stunning cities.
Contact us to plan your trip add-on!

Kosiv - Lviv

Tour Details
SUGGESTED INCLUSIONS:











Airport Transfers
Escorted tour with full time Tour
Leader
Tour in English
2 meals a day
11 nights in hand-selected hotels
All Events included in the Itinerary
Internet in hotels when possible
Interaction with local artists,
craftsmen, and performers
Special events exclusively for
Cobblestone travellers
Cobblestone Freeway t-shirt

NOT INCLUDED:
 Extra days before/after the tour
 Events and Services not included in the
itinerary or marked as Optional
 Alcoholic beverages
 Meals not listed in Itinerary
 Flights not listed in Itinerary
 Tips for guides / drivers/ maids
 Travel Insurance
 Laundry & Telephone Services

OPTIONAL ADD-ONS:





Extend your trip
Upgrade your room / Get a single room
Do a side trip – visit Family
Ukrainian Family History researched with our Genealogy service

On our Cobblestone Freeway Tour, enjoy:
Delicious, hand chosen local food, and more
inclusions than most other tour operators

Enjoy exploring the Carpathian
Mountains like a local

You will be escorted by a full-time
Cobblestone Freeway Tour Leader

LONG STAY IN THE CARPATHIANS 12 Days / 11 Nights


BESPOKE TOUR
Your tour – your way! Let us customize this tour for you. Contact us to get started.

